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Welcome
Welcome to the magical world of TASHI. Tashi is the hero of a series of Australian books very
popular with young children. Heʼs a very small boy, from a very small village far, far away. Tashi
tells the best stories ever, very big stories, and some would say tall stories about his old life, the
people of his village and the extraordinary adventures he had there before he came to Australia.
There are endless ways to embed and explore Tashi in your curriculum, but weʼve come up with
a few examples for you here. There are activities and discussions you can facilitate prior to
visiting the theatre to introduce children to Tashi, his friends and the themes of the books – as
well as reflective and challenging activities that are perfect to do after your visit to the theatre.
The example activities included here span the arts, literacy, technology and more. We encourage
you to use these examples as a guide only, and we trust that you will employ your own
imagination to make these flexible activities appropriate for your learning environment, based on
the age/level of your students, their interests and the resources you have available.
Have fun reading the Tashi stories and using them as stimulus in your classroom! We look
forward to seeing you at the theatre soon!
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About Tashi
Tashi Books
The Tashi books are the brainchild of Australian author Anna Fienberg and her mother Barbara
Fienberg. Together they have written over 30 stories. Tashi comes from a place far away and
tells stories to his new friends in Australia. These stories incorporate folk tales and imaginary
creatures common to many different cultures.
Written for ʻemergent readersʼ between the ages of 5 and 10, the Tashi stories are hugely
popular, both in Australia and overseas (they have been published in more than ten other
languages).
In 2009 TASHI was listed in the Sydney Morning Herald as being number four on the ʻTop 10
Reads for children under 10ʼ. The TASHI books are Allen and Unwinʼs second highest selling
book for children, second only to the ʻHarry Potterʼ series. When first released in 1995, the
Childrenʼs Book Council of Australia awarded the first book in the TASHI series as an Honour
Book for early readers. Since then another four books in the series have been recognized as
notable books in the same category of the awards.
For more information, including more ideas for your classroom, visit Allen and Unwinʼs website
http://www.tashibooks.com/home.html

Imaginary Theatre and Tashi
Tashi tells the most amazing stories, and Imaginary Theatre has transformed them into exciting
theatre experiences for children aged between 4 and 10.
Four highly trained actors, using just a few props, clever lighting and evocative music, transport
the children through the doorway of imagination into an exciting world where a Tashi adventure
could take them into a secret tunnel to find the treasure guarded by ferocious white tigers, or
through a forest to rescue a captured princess.
Each story confronts Tashi with a challenge that requires clever and imaginative thinking to
resolve. This is one of many reasons why the books are loved by both children and adults alike.
They stimulate childrenʼs creative imaginations and uphold the value of staying calm and thinking
things through when a problem arises, a vital ingredient in emotional resilience.
The development of Imaginaryʼs performances involve a careful consultative process with
children, which includes trialing the performances in selected schools and childcare centres to
ensure optimum engagement and comprehension by the children. Though it is important that the
performances are fun and entertaining, it is equally important that they connect meaningfully with
the developmental levels of children of differing ages and that they intelligently manipulate theme,
dramatic tension and emotional expression while avoiding the usual clichés of childrenʼs theatre.
With its base in Brisbane, Imaginary Theatreʼs ambition is to create world-class performances
and arts events for children and young people. Since founding in 2006, Imaginaryʼs work has
been seen by over 30,000 children and their families.
For more information visit www.imaginarytheatre.org
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Age Suitability
The shows have been created specifically for children aged between 4 and 10 years old. They
can be appreciated by children younger than this, but it is at the discretion of parents to decide if
their child is ready or not. Children older than 10 usually enjoy the shows, even though they may
feel that they are a bit old for them. Adults generally love them as much as the children.

The Tashi Stories you will see
Tashi, the Swan and the Dragon
'Well, it was like this. Come and I'll tell you about the time I tricked the last dragon of all.' So says
the daring hero, Tashi, in his first book of adventures. In the first story in this book, Jack has a
new friend called Tashi, who comes from a place very far away. Learn how Tashi escaped from a
war lord and flew to this country on a swan. In the second story, 'Dragon Breath', Tashi tells Jack
about the time he tricked the last dragon of all. (http://www.tashibooks.com/home.html)
This story is a gentle introduction to the Tashi series that will leave audiences wanting more.

Characters:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Tashi
Jack
Jackʼs Mum
Jackʼs Dad
Swan
War Lord
Grandmother
Dragon

Themes:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Friendship
Immigration
Problem solving
Adventure
Family
Homesickness
Loneliness
Courage

Tashi and the Big Stinker
'The giant just lifted the roof off, scooped up a pig and gobbled it down.' Chintu the giant's Only
Brother will eat everything in the village unless Tashi can stop him.
(http://www.tashibooks.com/books.html)
This hilarious tale of tricks, traps and triumphs features huge performances that will leave
audiences rolling with laughter.

Characters:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

	
  
	
  

Tashi
Jack
Angus Figment
Villagers: Wu, Mrs. Fo and Wise-as-anOwl
Mrs. Chintu
Chintu
Only Brother

Themes:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Greed
Selfishness
Fear
Mind over muscle
Problem solving
Loyalty
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The Educational Benefits of Tashi
Anna Fienberg's Tashi story series have proved very popular with children. Their combination of
the familiar and the exotic packaged within a story-telling framework appeals to the imagination of
children and at the same time makes them feel 'safe' within the fictional boundaries of the story
convention. Imaginary Theatre's Tashi plays are theatrical adaptations of the stories and by
bringing them vividly to life they enhance their benefits and even broaden their appeal.
The Tashi stories celebrate the joy of storytelling and at the same time promote clever and
creative thinking. Imaginary Theatre's aim is to multiply these benefits in the following ways:

	
  

Promotion of problem-solving and interpersonal skills:	
  	
  
Anna Fienberg's Tashi stories help children understand problem solving through modelling a calm
application of thought and ingenuity, and through ethical understanding. Tashi's world is full of
surprises, dilemmas and artful solutions that open up a diversity of approaches to physical and
interpersonal challenges for the children. Tashi is a role model for children's empowerment, who
resolves problems with humour and moral courage. Imaginary Theatre's productions take children
into the 'act' of thinking, dramatising the choices and dilemmas facing Tashi.

Promoting literacy:
The popularity of the Tashi books means many of the audience are already active readers, but for
those children for whom reading is not yet a habit, the performances can ignite an intense interest
in books and stories – helping to transform reluctant readers into excited readers - an observation
noted by many parents, carers and teachers.

Theatre that enhances children’s creative imagination:
The performance style of Imaginary Theatre positions children as aware, discriminating and skilful
interpreters of dramatic action, symbol and character. The Tashi performances artfully weave in
elements of children's dramatic play using everyday objects as props and costume items and
modelling role play and story drama. This ensures the work is not only highly accessible, but that
children can engage with it at many different levels. Imaginary's goal is to stretch the imagination
of the children and to provide creative stimulus for their own dramatic play.

Opportunities for young children to experience theatrical
performance:
Imaginary's performance techniques introduce children to a unique style of dramatic storytelling.
Each scene is carefully framed so that individual moments of great emotional and dramatic
intensity can be achieved without causing alarm in young audiences. The company's creative
processes and aesthetic values are underpinned by a Queensland University of Technology
research program into how children 'read' and respond to performance.

Accessibility for diverse audiences across Australia:
The companyʼs experiences in Brisbane, Wollongong, Sydney, South Korea, and in various
schools and theatres, confirm that the Tashi plays appeal to diverse audiences, regardless of the
level of their English speaking skills or their cultural background, thanks to the inherent interest
and clarity of the visual and physical narratives.
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Preparing Your Children to See a Tashi
Performance
One of the best ways to prepare children for a Tashi performance is to read aloud to them one of
the Tashi stories. It doesnʼt matter too much which one, but ideally it will be one of the stories
they are coming to see. Reading the story to children helps prepare them for what to expect and
in the case of the younger children helps them to follow the story line and the characters they will
meet in it.
For children who have never been to the theatre before, it is a good idea to give them some idea
of what to expect, particularly if they are young children (ages 4-6). Here are some answers that
might help you to deal with questions the children might have:
Whatʼs a theatre?
Itʼs a bit like going to the movies, but instead of watching a movie you watch real people instead.
Itʼs a bit like going to a concert, but instead of people singing or playing musical instruments,
there are people, called actors or performers, who will act out a story for you.
Is the theatre scary?
No, there are lots of other children there, and the actors who are going to act out a Tashi story for
you are very friendly and they will make sure you are alright.
Can I talk to the actors?
Yes, you can talk to them before the show and after the show, but not during the show.
What do I have to do in the theatre?
Once the show is ready to begin you put on your best listening ears and your best watching eyes
and you sit facing the actors ready for the story (See Flicking On Your Theatre Mode Switch, p. 7)
Can you talk during the show?
No, that would distract the other children.
Is the story real or ʻpretendʼ?
Itʼs just pretending, but sometimes it seems so real that you forget that itʼs pretending, but then
you remember again.
Do you clap at the end?
Yes, if you enjoyed the story you can show your appreciation by clapping. You will know it is the
end because the performers will tell you that the story is finished.
Will I sit on the floor or on a seat?
In some theatres you will be able to sit on a mat close to the performers, in others you will sit on a
seat a bit further away.

Note to Parents and Teachers – If a Child is Anxious
Before the show starts the performers will introduce themselves to the children and explain how
the lights and sound will be used. This is to help the children understand what they are about to
experience and to reduce any anxiety some of them might be feeling. Now and again though a
child can feel stressed and will want to leave. It is absolutely OK for an adult guardian to take
them outside and let them calm down. Sometimes this is all they need and they can come back in
a few minutes to watch the rest of the show.
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Before Visiting The Theatre
Activities and Discussions to introduce Tashi
Flicking On Your Audience Switch
This warm up activity quickly prepares students to be listening and focused audience members.

Activity:
Give the following instructions and ask students to copy you as you perform the actions.
Letʼs be a good audience member.
First, find your audience switch. Is it on the top of your head? Is it on your big toe? Flick your
audience switch on!
Now, sit with your legs crossed and squeeze your knees with your hands. A good audience
member sits still.
Now, press your lips with your fingertip and give your ears a gentle pull. A good audience
member sits quietly and listens carefully. Listening…
Now stretche open your eyes. Make sure your eyes are open wide so they can see everything
that happens on the stage. Watching…
Now clap your hands – An audience members hands are for clapping at the end of the show –
but for now, put them in your laps.
You are now a good audience member!

Reading Tashi
A temporary book cover that slowly reveals parts of the bookʼs original cover stimulates the
childrensʼ imagination before the story has even begun.

Materials:
Tashi storybook, pre-prepared book cover

Activity:
Create a paper book cover for a Tashi storybook that has cut-out windows that can be opened to
reveal parts of the original cover underneath. With all students sitting, ready for a story, open the
windows one by one to discover what image or text is hidden underneath. Be sure to ask
students what they see behind each window and what they imagine the story might be about.
Once all windows are open, remove the paper book-cover to reveal the whole image on the Tashi
book. Now what do you think the story is about?

Discussions:
Mid-way through the story: How do you think the story will end?
After the story: What happened in the story?

What next?
•

	
  
	
  

Design your own Tashi Book Cover (See Appendix 1: Book Cover Template from
http://www.tashibooks.com/Classroom.html)
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Adventure Map
An Adventure map gives students the opportunity to reflect on a story and demonstrate their
understanding of the plot, relationships, characters etc. It is also a helpful tool to help students
plan their own adventurous narrative.

Materials:
Paper and coloured pencils/markers

Activity:
Map the narrative of the story. Represent key characters, places, relationships, moments of
action, problems and solutions with drawings, symbols and words appropriate to the age/level of
your students.
Firstly, as a whole class, students can help the teacher map the action of a Tashi book that has
been read in class on butchersʼ paper. Once the map is complete, students can imagine their
own new Tashi adventure and work individually to design an adventure map to represent it.
See example: Appendix 2

Discussions:
Where did/will Tashi start his adventure?
Where did/will Tashi go on his Adventure?
Who did/will Tashi meet on his adventure?
What problems did/will Tashi face in his adventure?
How did/will Tashi solve the problem?

Dear Tashi
Materials:
Paper, coloured pencils and markers

Activity:
Students write a letter or draw a picture for Tashi and take it to the theatre to deliver to him.

Discussions:
•
•
•

	
  
	
  

What message do you have for Tashi?
Do you have anything you want to say to Tashi?
What would you like Tashi to know about you?
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Before Or After Visiting The Theatre
Activities and Discussions about Tashi
A Day in the Life of Tashi
An imagination trail to enrol students as Tashi

Materials:
Your imagination!
Enough room for the class to move around freely

Activity:
Students lie on the floor, pretending to be asleep. Students respond to the teacherʼs instructions
and act out each direction.
“Itʼs a beautiful morning; the birds are singing and its time for you all to get up Tashi.
You have another big adventure ahead of you today. You slowly begin to wakeup in your new
house in Australia…
You stretch to the left… and you stretch to the right… and then to the left again.
You jump out of bed!
Now you need to quickly get ready; first you put on your red jacket… then you put on your black
pants… and then you put on your red boots.
Finally, and most importantly, you do your hair…
You go down stairs…
Downstairs, you eat breakfast…
Now itʼs time to brush your teeth.
Now, Tashi, you are all ready for the adventures ahead!

What next?
•

Once enrolled as Tashi – move onto the Tashiʼs Wish (below) or Following Tashiʼs
Footsteps (p. 10) activity

Tashi’s Wish
An activity using frozen statues to explore studentsʼ wishes

Materials:
Pre-prepared letters from Genie

Activity:
A letter from the Genie is delivered to the classroom. The teacher (or a student) reads the letter
to the class:
Dear Tashi,
I am very tired, and feel very lazy, so Iʼll make this letter short. I have a problem: I cannot
fall asleep! I thought that if I did something kind, like grant you a wish, maybe I would feel
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better and I would be able to sleep. So, Tashi, what is your wish? Think of ONLY ONE!
From Genie
After facilitating a discussion about the letter, and what studentsʼ wishes are, instruct students to
make a statue to represent their wish. How can you change your body to make it clear to me
what your wish is? Be as still as a statue!
Tap-and-talk: Walk around tapping students on the shoulder. When they are tapped, students
make a sound that gives another clue as to what their wish is.
A second letter is delivered:
Thank you Tashi, I grant you your wish! It will come true! I am feeling sleepy already...
Goodnight!
From Genie
Letʼs make one more statue to show how you feel about this news!

What next?
-

Reply to Genie with a thank you letter
Read Tashi and the Genie

Following Tashi’s Footsteps
Embodying narrative and characterisation

Materials:
Mirror Pond (p. 11) if youʼve made one!

Activity:
After enrolling as Tashi, students step through the plot of a Tashi story, acting as Tashi the whole
time.
Example key plot points from Tashi:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Saying goodbye to Mum and Dad in the old country
Crying by the lake
Climbing on the back of the swan
Riding on the back of the swan
Knocking at the door of Mum and Dadʼs new house in Australia
Finding a ring in the pond (use the mirror pond!), putting it on and being invisible
Hiding from the Warlord in the garden under the wings of the Swan
Watching the Swan take the War Lord back to his old country

What next?
•

	
  
	
  

Design a postcard from Australia and write to the Swan in role as Tashi.
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What Will Hatch?
Materials:
Music to accompany dramatic movement

Activity:
Ask students to pretend to be a creatureʼs egg on the floor. Start the music and begin describing
the creatures that are hatching from the egg, encouraging students to allow these descriptions to
inform their movement. For example:
The egg is about to hatch. I wonder whatʼs inside… Thereʼs a crack in the egg! I can see a
dragonʼs arm! Letʼs see your baby dragon arms, with sharp claws, now I can see a baby
dragonʼs head! Letʼs see your baby dragonʼs head! What sound does a baby dragon make?
The baby dragon is going for a walk! Show me how a baby dragon walks! The baby dragon is
getting bigger and bigger… show me your big dragon claws. What sound does a big dragon
make? This big dragon found something to eat, letʼs see how a big dragon eats!
The dragon found another creature egg! Letʼs pretend to be an egg again. I wonder whatʼs in
this one? Itʼs not a dragon egg…
Thereʼs a crack in the egg! I can see a baby swanʼs wing – show me your baby swanʼs wings!
The baby swan is going for a walk, it canʼt fly yet! Letʼs see your baby swan walk. The swan is
getting bigger and bigger – letʼs see how big your wings can get! The swan can fly, lets see you
fly!
The flying swan found another egg! Letʼs pretend to be the egg again. I wonder whatʼs in this
one? Itʼs not a dragon egg… Itʼs not a swan egg… You choose what creature you will pretend to
be this time! A crocodile? A snake? A turtle? A fish? A giant? Thereʼs a crack in the egg! Letʼs
see and hear your creatures!

What next?
•
•
•

Make a dragon mask to wear when youʼre pretending to be a dragon
Look at the life cycles of swans or different animals like frogs and butterflies
Taste some Dragon Egg Sandwiches! (p. 13)

Mirror Pond
There are various moments in the first Tashi story wherein characters see their reflection in
water. This activity produces a pretend in-classroom pond that children can see their reflection
in.

Materials:
A medium sized mirror, collage materials, natural materials such as leaves, bark, rocks and dirt
collected from outside by children.

Activity:
Re-read the sections of the first Tashi book where characters look at reflections in water (when
the Warlord sees his homeland being invaded, and when the Dragon mistakes his reflection for
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another dragon). Discuss what the characters see in the reflection and how this makes them feel.
Facilitate a discussion about how water reflects light, like a mirror.
Place the mirror on the floor in the centre of the circle. Ask students, one by one, to stand up,
peer into the mirror and describe what they see in the reflection. What do you notice about
yourself today? How do you feel today?
Explain that the mirror will be transformed into a pond or small lake. Look at some pictures of
ponds in nature, and discuss what is needed to make our mirror look more like a natural pond.
Go outside to find natural materials such as rocks, bark, leaves and dirt to place around (and
inside) the pond. Students might like to make some paper/collage fish to place in the pond.
Take time to look into the pond and see your reflection. What do you notice about yourself now?

What next?
•
•

Use the mirror pond during the Following Tashiʼs Footsteps (p. 10) activity
Look at photos of how the actors used fans to create the dragon and the swan characters.
Make fans by folding paper and use them to create paper dragons and swans to set up
around/above/on the mirror pond.

Using Pencils and Charcoal
Materials:
Graphite (led) pencils, charcoal, white paper, sample black and white illustrations from Tashi
books

Activity:
Communicate a sense of place and emotion in drawings without using colour.
•
•

	
  
	
  

Sketch a favourite moment from your Following Tashiʼs Footstepʼs adventure
Sketch a moment from your own Tashi story that you planned using an adventure map
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•

Complete the illustration in the Big Stinker Drawing Activity Sheet (Appendix 4, from
http://www.tashibooks.com/Classroom.html)

Dragon Egg Sandwiches!
Materials:
A cold hardboiled egg, two slices of bread, a plate, small bowl, knife and fork for each student.
Margarine and assorted food colourings to share.

Activity:
Give each student an egg to shell. Students use a fork to mash the egg up in a small bowl.
Students decide what colour they want their dragon eggs to be and add a drop of food colouring
and mix. Students butter their bread and spread the coloured, mashed egg to make a sandwich.
Cut up into small squares or triangles.
What else could go on a dragon egg sandwich? Salt and pepper? Lettuce? Sprinkles?

What next?
•
•

Take your dragon egg sandwiches and a rug outside for a picnic.
Keep your eyes peeled for more strange foods in other Tashi books. Maybe you can
make a ghost pie pavlova? Or some of Jackʼs Mumʼs Muffins. What about crispy,
dragon-breath-roasted pig?

Find a Word
A vocabulary building exercise based on big words from the Tashi books.

Materials:
Handout (Appendix 3)

Activity:
Find the words from the Tashi books in the puzzle then discuss their definitions.

What next?
•
•

	
  
	
  

Learn these words in a class group.
Use all these big words in a poem or short story
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After Going to the Theatre
Finger Puppets & Mini Theatre
Materials:
Cardboard boxes, assorted craft/collage materials, pictures of the actors in costume (Appendix 5:
Photos of the Show)

Activity:
After a discussion about what we saw at the theatre, students design and make paper/collage
finger puppets of their favourite characters, looking at pictures of the show to remind them of
costuming. Students can then create a mini theatre to perform finger puppet shows in.

Discussions:
•

•

What did you see at the theatre? What was inside the theatre? Who was working in the
theatre?
How can you make a mini theatre for your finger puppets?

What next?
•
•

	
  
	
  

Use your finger puppets to re-create your favourite scene from the Tashi shows (or create
a new one!) and perform it in the mini theatre.
Make tickets for your show and give them to your friends.
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Illustrations Into Action
Materials:
Photos from the show (See Appendix 5: Photos of the Show) and a Tashi book

Activity:
Discuss how the actors turned this illustration from page 28 of Tashi And the Big Stinker…

Image by Kim Gamble

Into this scene:

Discussions:
•
•
•

What characters are in the original illustration?
What characters are the actors pretending to be in the photo?
What is different about the illustration and the photo?

What next?
•
•
•

Ask three volunteers to copy the photo to re-create this scene
Find some other illustrations in the Tashi books to make into frozen scenes. Add a line of
dialogue and/or a gesture/action for each character.
Make your own performance of a Tashi show using props, music and costumes!
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Example Adventure Map
Below is an example of what your Adventure Map might look like, but feel free to create your own
map or diagram in whatever way you think works.
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Find a Word
Image by Kim Gamble

M
T
U
M
N
P
F
J
I
C
A

N
A
Z
A
B
D
R
A
G
O
N

U
D
X
R
V
O
D
C
N
U
E

Instructions:

	
  
	
  

O
V
C
V
F
I
S
K
V
N
N

P
E
F
E
T
U
A
V
A
T
O

G
N
G
L
T
A
S
H
I
R
R

Y
T
U
L
R
H
Z
B
D
Y
M

D
U
J
O
E
G
X
N
V
S
O

C
R
I
U
D
F
C
M
E
I
U

V
E
O
S
W
A
N
Y
J
D
S

B
I
N
V
I
S
I
B
L
E
O

Find the below words in the puzzle.

MARVELLOUS

ADVENTURE

TASHI

INVISIBLE

DRAGON

COUNTRYSIDE

ENORMOUS

SWAN

JACK
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Photos of the Show
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TASHI Creative Team
Director: Mark Radvan
Associate Director: Margi Brown-Ash
Movement Director: Noa Rotem,
Andrew Cory (2006-2008)
Performers: Courtney Stewart, Joanna
Smith, Cameron Hurry, Thom Browning,
Rachel Sampson (2007), Bernadette
Pryde (2009), Kevin Spink (2009),
Nadine Kelly (2006)
Designer: Maria Cleary
Lighting Designer: Scott Barton, David
Murray (2007-2009)
Sound Designer/Composer: Thom
Browning, Jeremy Neideck (Tashi and
the Big Stinker)
Photographer: Marissa Cuzzolaro
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Supporters

The 2010 TASHI tour is supported by the Australian Government through Playing Australia and
the Queensland Government through Arts Queensland.
The purchase of Imaginary Theatreʼs touring equipment for the 2010 TASHI tour was proudly
funded by the Queensland Government's Gambling Community Benefit Fund.

Credits
Teachersʼ Notes created by Nathan Stoneham for Imaginary Theatre.
Thanks to Natasha Pizzica, and all artists past and present who have contributed to the TASHI
performances.

Contact Imaginary Theatre
Website:

www.imaginarytheatre.org

E-mail:

info@imaginarytheatre.org
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